CHAPTER VIII
CONCLUSIONS
FROM what has been discussed in the preceding
chapters, certain conclusions seem clearly to
follow, and they are summarised below:
1.  The history of India from the earliest
times shows a remarkable persistence of re-
gional  particularism.   This constant feature
finds apt illustration in the existence today of
Indian States, which compose more than two-
fifths of the country.   The annals of various
dynasties which rose to paramount  power
amply testify that it was their attempt to
abolish regional autonomy which occasioned
the disruption of their respective empires and
proved the conception of a united Hindustan
to be a chimera.   It was their failure to recog-
nise this fissiparous tendency in the body
politic of India which caused the breakdown
of the Mauraya, the Gupta and the numerous
other dynasties, ending with the Moguls, who
tried to unite India under a single sovereignty.
2.  The history of India makes it equally
clear that if the centrifugal forces inherent in
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